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The attention of SSSA to climate change and decarbonization
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The main event: “addressing climate change: a few 
contributions from Sant’anna”

Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna, in the multidisciplinary event organized on Monday, 20th November 2023, has
presented ideas, projects, solutions and synergies to find concrete answers to the climate crisis.

Scholars from different Institutes and Research Centers of SSSA have presented interesting contributions at the
event.
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Carbon Footprint of Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna
Like World Countries and Governments participating in COP conferences, Institutes for Higher Education
are declaring their commitment against Climate Change by publishing Net Zero Carbon pledges.

“Since 2019, over 500 higher education institutions representing 4.6 million students, and 60
networks representing more than 17,000 colleges and universities, have committed to be
Net-Zero by 2050 at the latest.”

General standards to calculate the carbon footprint of organizations exist (i.e. ISO 14064),
but there is a lack of specific guidelines for Institutes for Higher Education .

What if all Universities calculate GHG emissions using their own methodology?!

Institutes for Higher Education should be an example of scientific and methodological rigor.
Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna wants to be a pioneer in the route toward carbon footprint
calculation and methodological development.
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Other events: between October and November 2023
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One of the projects of the institute of management

Progetto decarbonizzazione: 

Percorso di formazione e sperimentazione di azioni per 
migliorare le strategie delle imprese toscane
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Why supporting smes in net-zero transition is crucial?
The relevance of SMEs’ GHG emissions (EU context)
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GHG

22.345
tons
GHG

36%64%

Average annual emissions 
of large companies

0,2% of firms in EU are big enterprises

Average annual emissions 
of SMEs

99,8% of firms in EU are SMEs

Share of GHG annual emissions 
by  large companies

Share of GHG annual 
emissions by SMEs

European Commission, (2022) - Annual report on European SMEs 2021/2022

SMEs are behind Large companies in terms of strategies 
to reduce their carbon footprint.

Ipsos European Public Affairs (2022) - SMEs, green markets and resource efficiency
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Key project’s phases

TRAINING PHASE
Dissemination phase  

In-depth training

GROUP WORK 
PHASE

Questionnaires
Sharing of tools and metrics

Discussion of specific 
aspects

EXPLORATORY 
PHASE

Best practices
Possible 

partnerships
Guidelines
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CONCLUSIONS

The role of companies is crucial in the net-zero transition.  However, the support offered to 
that aim by other institutions, such as Universities (and local authorities), is essential.

Synergies among them are needed. 
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THANKS FOR YOUR ATTENTION!


